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Commerce statement on energy & climate change

05 March 2007
The commerce sector has long been committed to sustainable development and has over the years risen to the energy challenge, even in the absence of legislation. Undeniably the sector is constantly striving to reduce its overall energy consumption as well as encouraging consumers to purchase more energy efficient products; and commits to continue in this direction in the coming years. 

In this context, EuroCommerce welcomes the publication of a suite of energy measures by the European Commission in January.

Climate change is a global issue requiring a global approach. Therefore, EuroCommerce calls for the engagement of world Governments and all those involved –from local to international, from micro to large companies– to commit to take their responsibilities in the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and contribute to a comprehensive global strategy.

EuroCommerce welcomes the Commission proposals to create a real internal market for the production and distribution of energy and to unbundle production from distribution. More competition will foster innovation, competitiveness and will lead to reduced costs for users. 

Considering the long term EU commitment to sustainable development, commerce calls on the Commission to work for and encourage the development of renewable energy sources in order for the proposed 20% target by 2020 to be achieved. Many companies in commerce have already committed to achieve this target as a minimum and many others are following. Further, tax incentives should be developed to encourage operators to use renewable energies. 

Examples of good practices in commerce include the use of energy efficient in store equipment, optimisation of the logistics fleet to reduce CO2 emissions or communication to customers on potential energy savings from more energy efficient products.

As a responsible player, commerce will pursue its good practices and raise awareness among its suppliers and customers on the role each can play to preserve limited natural resources for future generations.
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